The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club, The MACON CLONES
Club Charter
Adopted:  April 14, 2005

Mission Statement

We, the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club, are a non-profit club comprised of individuals who enjoy the Star Wars films and other aspects of the Star Wars franchise. Our club was created in order to give Star Wars fans in the Middle Georgia region a chance to socialize and engage in activities relating to the varied aspects of the Star Wars franchise. We strive to keep Star Wars alive in the eyes of the Middle Georgia community, and endeavor to give back to the community through charitable events. The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club is the officially recognized Fan Force chapter for Macon, Georgia and is commonly known as The Macon Clones.

By-Laws

I. Name and Date of Club Formation

The name of the club shall be the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club, The Macon Clones.  The club was established on October 19, 2002.

II. Policies

The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club is not affiliated in any way with Lucasfilm, Ltd., or its subsidiaries. 
The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club does not discriminate on the basis of age, gender, religion, physical handicap, sexual orientation, race, nationality, or ethnicity.

The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club are to review the by-laws for updates and revisions every January. 

III. Membership

Membership is open to everyone.  There are four classes of membership:

A. Active Membership: Active membership is attained when a person pays annual membership dues.  All active members have full voting privileges in officer elections and By-Laws amendment voting.  Active members are also eligible to serve as officers of the club.  In addition, they have the right to attend all club meetings and activities.

B. Roving Membership: Those who do not wish to pay membership dues are welcome to join the club at any meetings or activities.  Roving members cannot vote in official club elections nor hold an elected position.  Roving membership is achieved when a person, who does not pay dues, attends three or more consecutive meetings and/or events.  Roving members may be appointed by the President to special positions to serve the club.

C. Honorary Membership: Honorary membership is open to anyone regardless of geographic residence. Honorary members may attend meetings and events of their choosing, yet are not eligible to vote on any club issues.  Honorary membership may often be bestowed upon "celebrities" in the Star Wars community such as Star Wars actors, authors, those working for LFL etc.
D. Founders Membership:  Founding members have full voting privileges in all elections whether dues have been paid or not.  Founding members are not permitted to serve as an officer unless annual dues have been paid.  The Founding members are the individuals whose names and signatures have approved these by-laws.  Founding members will consist of a body of five members at all times.  In the event a Founding member can no longer serve as such, they are to be replaced by a vote of the remaining Founding members.  In the event of a tie vote, Founding Members will consult the President and may request that a tie-breaking vote be cast.  If the President is also a Founding member, then debate will be encouraged until a resolution is reached.  Until a decision is made, the incumbent Officer will continue the duties of their post.

IV. Underage Members

Anyone, regardless of age, may become a member, post on the forums, and attend official meetings and events however, anyone under 18 years of age will be required to fill out a Parental Consent Form to participate in any meeting/event of the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club.  The form the parents will be asked to fill out is as follows:

Parental Consent Form

Star Wars has always been a story for all ages.  The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club is comprised of members that reflect all ages.  However, it is important for parents to be aware of several things if they choose to let their minor child join the club.

1) No one will be supervising minor children.  While it is never the club's intention to allow a minor to get into trouble, the responsibility of the child's actions lay with the child and his/her parents or guardians.
2) The club encourages parents to attend meetings and events to get to know the members of the group and what types of activities the club engages in.
3) While no alcohol will ever be served or consumed at any official meeting or event by a club member, be aware that an official meeting or event may take place in a venue such as a restaurant where alcohol is being served to others.
4) The group attempts to maintain all discussions at the courteous level.  However, some inappropriate language might inadvertently be used.
5) Members of the club will not be responsible for transporting a child to meetings and/or social events.  If a parent chooses not to attend a meeting or event with his/her child, it is the parent's responsibility to ensure that the child has a safe mode of transportation to and from the meeting or event.
6) Before a child is allowed membership in the club a Parental Consent Form must be signed by a parent or guardian.
7) The parents must provide the club with a current address, home phone number, work phone number, and cell phone number.  The parents must also provide the phone number of a family friend or relative not residing in the same household.

	
	
	

	Signature of Parent or Guardian
	
	Date




V. Membership Dues
Membership dues are evaluated and modified by full vote of all dues paying members at the beginning of each calendar year.  Once dues are paid, they are not due again until one year from the date of payment.  Money collected is used to defray club-operating expenses and to finance club activities.  All active members have the right to inspect club accounts, which will be maintained by the club’s Treasurer.

Membership dues for 2007-2008 shall be twelve dollars.

VI. Official Meetings

There will be a minimum of one official meeting per month. Official meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each calendar month at the Books-A-Million on Eisenhower Parkway in Macon, Georgia.  The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Additional meetings may be called when there is a need. Occasionally an "Officers meeting" may be called for the officers of the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club only.

VII. Voting Regulations

Officer elections and votes on amending the by-laws are considered “official elections.”  All members will be allowed to vote on any issues brought up at an official meeting.  Roving members, guests of members and first time attendees will not be allowed to vote in official elections.  A simple majority will decide all elections either by the show of hands, or by posting your vote in the forums.

Officer nominations shall be taken during the official meeting or via online tabulation each April.  All members may participate in the nomination process.  Roving Members are permitted to be nominated but must be an Active Member to be placed an official ballot.

Voting will take place during the regularly scheduled monthly meeting in May, with the announcement of the new officers occurring at the end of the meeting.  Officers begin their term in June.  Terms are one year in length with no limit on consecutive terms served.  In the event of a tie, Founding members will meet to decide the tie-breaker by way of an anonymous ballot.
In the event of a special election to fill a vacant officers’ position, nominations for a replacement will take place at the first official meeting after the vacancy is announced.  The election will take place at the official meeting immediately following the nomination.

VIII. Officers

The elected officers of the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club shall consist of a President, Vice-President, and Treasurer.  A person may not hold more than one office.  If a vacancy of an officer position should occur, the President shall call for the nomination of a replacement to serve out the remainder of the term.  

      President (Elected)

· Chairs meetings

· Sets meeting agenda items

· Serves as liaison between Fan Force and the Macon Clones as Chapter Representative

· Prepares announcements for posting on the Fan Force web site

· Establishes and maintains contact with organizations for the promotion of the club

      Vice-President (Elected)

· Presides over meetings in president’s absence

· Writes and publishes meeting minutes

· Assists President with keeping order during meetings

· Enforces the by laws of the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club 

Treasurer (Elected)

· Collects dues

· Maintains finances

· Keeps records of finances

· Manages all documents needed for the club
IX. Promotional Release 

Members of the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club often will be photographed and videotaped while out in public at events, or at club meetings.  The form members will be asked to fill out is as follows:

Promotional Release Form

I, the undersigned, hereby consent to the use of any videotapes, photographs, slides, audiotapes, or any other visual or audio reproduction in which I may appear by the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club.  I understand that these materials are being used for promotion of the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club, which includes recruitment and fund-raising efforts.  

I release the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club from any liability connected with the use of my picture or voice recording as part of any promotional, recruitment, or fund-raising program.

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date


X. General Misconduct: 

Any person attending a Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club meeting or event that acts disorderly or is in any way disruptive will be asked to leave the meeting or event.

If any member of the club feels that another member or officer should be expelled, that person is encouraged to approach any officer they feel comfortable approaching with his/her complaint.  The complaint must be in writing and delivered via email, or written letter to the President, Vice President, or Treasurer.  The officer receiving the complaint must present the complaint to the other officers within twenty-four hours.  The officers will conduct an investigation of the complaint and determine the best course of action up to and including expulsion.  If the complaint regards any officer, a Founding member will be consulted and assist with the process.

Officers (and Founding members, if necessary) will discuss the nature of the complaint and any information that is presented through the investigation.  A vote will be held by the three officers to determine the course of action.

If an expulsion vote is passed by a unanimous vote of the club’s officers, that member will be banned from attending all future meetings/events.  The banned member will be removed from all message boards and other groups.  The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club will actively seek a restraining order against any member if deemed necessary to protect the other members.

Conduct that justifies expulsion includes but is not limited to: 

· Engaging in any illegal activity while attending a club function

· Threatening another member with physical violence on the forums or during a meeting or event

· Committing physical violence against another member

· Harassing or stalking another member via email, phone, private messaging, instant messenger, or written letter

· Repeated unsolicited sexual advances toward another member


The Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club reserves the right to call local law enforcement officers to enforce these rules.

XI. Dissolution of the Club 

In the event the Middle Georgia Star Wars Fan Club should ever disband, the officers shall be charged with the liquidation of all club assets, settlements of all liabilities, and taking down the website.

XII.  Liquidation of Assets

The Treasurer will offer refunds to all individuals that have contributed to the club.  In the event an individual is unable to be contacted, those contributions will be donated to a charity chosen by the officers.

Any tangible assets will be liquidated by auction among club members.  Proceeds from the auction will be donated to a charity chosen by the officers.

